
 

PreSchool & PreK parents should refer to letters sent 

home by the teacher via their child(ren) for  

timing of events.   They may be different than noted for 

Gr. K—4 in this newsletter.   Thank you. 
 

COMING UP: 
 

Wed., Feb. 20—Winter Concert 
Thurs., Feb. 20—Winter Concert SNOW date 
Sat., Mar. 30—International Festival 
Tues, Apr. 9—Thurs., Apr. 11—Minimum Days 
 Parent—Teacher Conferences 
Apr. 15—19—Spring Recess 

TUESDAY’S NEWSDAY 
At RES 

Feb. 19,  2019 
 

   Vol. 18-19, Issue 23 

In this issue of TN: 
 

 Conversation with the Principals 

 School Dismissal Reminder 

 PreS & PreK Dismissal News 

 Message from the Principal 

 Office contacts 

 Valid Photo ID is needed at all times 

 2019—20 School Calendar Update 

 Lost & Found 

 Message from the Health Office 

 18-19 Calendar 

 PTA News 

Followed by: Community Events 
 

 

Conversation with the Principals 

Wed., Mar. 6, 2019 

8:30a RES Café 
 

TOPIC: Restorative Practices 
 

Followed by the PTA Meeting 

 

REMINDER: School Dism issal Manager  (SDM) is set up in a w ay 
that gives parents the opportunity to list their child’s plans well in advance 
with recurring dismissal plans, or change plans right up until 1:30 pm 
(11:30 am on early dismissal days) daily. The office will not call parents to 
confirm their child’s activities. Students will be dismissed from the class-
room according to their SDM plans as entered by parents before 1:30 pm 
(11:30 am on early dismissal days) daily. As always, if you have to change 
your SDM plan after the cut-off due to an EMERGENCY, please call the   
office.    THANK YOU. 

 

DEADLINE for TN material is   
Thurs., Feb. 21 

Please email them as a PDF, if there 
are NO active links.   

Otherwise, word or publisher 
format to bgranskog@er9.org 

(203) 938-2519  Ext. 304 
 

Thank you!! 

 

Please send your child with a warm coat, hat and mittens daily. Mittens 
are best to help foster independence. We try to get outside everyday 
even as the temperature gets colder. Label ALL items with your child’s 
name. Boots should be provided not just for snow but also for mud.    



Dear RES Families, 
 
We hope you enjoyed Presidents Day weekend with 
friends and family.  During my short visit to Vermont 
this past weekend, I enjoyed watching children of all 
abilities skiing down the slopes, tubing,  snowshoe-
ing, ice skating, and braving the cold tempera-
tures.  Some were oblivious to the single digit      
temperatures, the winds whipping and the snow 
blowing.  One little girl, no older than four, said to her 
mother in a sad voice, "But mom, I don't want to 
leave! I want to ski more."  Despite the cold New 
England temperatures when some of us may prefer 
the warm fireplace and hot chocolate, consider    
getting your children outdoors to explore and take in 
the fresh air. This time is so important for children to 
observe and create while using their imaginations 
and being physically active. If skiing is not a family 
sport of choice, consider a winter hike, outdoor   
skating, snowshoeing, or just letting your children 
run around outdoors for a while! 
 
Spring is right around the corner, but Mother Nature 
is still in winter mode for now. 
 
In partnership, 
Natalie Hammond 

Contact our office staff: 
By Phone:  203 938-2519 
By Fax:  203 938-3251 
 

Ms. Natalie Hammond, Principal 
nhammond@er9.org 
 

Mr. Christopher Basta, Assistant Princiipal 
cbasta@er9.org 
 
Mrs. Cindy Twiss, Director, Special Services 
ctwiss@er9.org 
 

Mrs. Andrea Kirby, Supervisor, Spec. Svcs 
akirby@er9.org 
 

SUPPORT STAFF: 
 

Mrs. Mary Burritt, School Secretary 
mburritt@er9.org Ext. 302 
Registrar & Room Use 
 

Mrs. Marilyn Caruso, Secretary, Spec Svcs. 
mcaruso@er9.org Ext. 312 
 

Miss Bobbie Granskog, School Secretary 
bgranskog@er9.org Ext. 304 
Budgets, Payroll & Tuesday’s Newsday 
 

Mrs. Rachel Saluzzi, School Secretary 
rsaluzzi@er9.org Ext. 301 
School Dismissal Manager & Subs 

Message from our Principal,  

Ms. Natalie Hammond 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Please have a valid photo ID with 

you EACH AND EVERY TIME you 

wish to enter the school.   We 

cannot let you in without it.  EVEN 

IF WE RECOGNIZE YOU—please 

have your ID handy. 
 

We thank you for keeping our 

students and school safe!! 

 

Please remember to create an absence or  

tardy for your child(ren) in SCHOOL      

DISMISSAL MANAGER.  Our nurse is 

spending much of her morning calling     

parents to check on students who are 

home sick.  This report helps her manage 

the process, and we know your child is 

home safe.  You do not need to call our 

nurse, if you use this tool. 
 

We appreciate your help.  Thank you.   



 

UPDATED CLOTHING NEEDS FOR HEALTH OFFICE. 
Specific items that are essential are: 
 

Girls leggings and pants—all sizes from PreSchool to Gr. 3 

students. 

No boys clothing are needed at this time. 
 

Please bring clean clothing to our health office, or drop off in the vestibule with a label for HEALTH 

OFFICE.   THANK YOU SO MUCH!!! 

 

Please be reminded to follow all traffic rules while  
driving in our parking lots and areas around RES.   
People have been observed not stopping at posted 
stop signs and  exceeding speed limits when driving 
through our parking areas.  
 

Thank you for working together to keep RES safe.  

The RES Lost and Found is overflowing!    The lost and found is  

located in the RES Cafeteria.  Please feel free to stop in any time and look for your 

child’s belongings or ask your child  take a peak.   Remember to label your child’s 

clothing so it gets returned to you.    
 

We will be donating unclaimed clothing to our health office, and then a local charity if not picked up.   

Ask your children to check too.   THANK YOU. 

UPDATED REDDING SCHOOL CALENDAR 

Friday, May 17, 2019 will be a minimum day.  Students in  

Grades K thru 4 at RES will be dismissed at 12:50p on that  

Friday.   Please make a note of this updated schedule change.  

Thank you.   (Revised calendar is included in this issue of TN.) 



RES PTA 
NEWS YOU CAN USE! 

 

Current & Upcoming 

Shout Outs & Celebrations 

Week of February 12, 2019 
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PTA Email: respta4kids@gmail.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/RESPTA/                     Website: www.resctpta.org/ 

Check Me Out 
Our 10-week Parenting Class 

begins in March! 

Register today to secure a spot in our 

Monday morning or Thursday evening 

parenting classes with Leslie Cohen 

Rubury, LCSW. 

Click here to view Leslie’s video on what 

you can expect to learn in this class that 

has been loved by so many RES families! 

Jan. 1 - 

Mar. 4 
Parenting Class Registration 

Mar. 1 Pajama + Book Collection Drive 

Mar. 4 Weekly Mon. AM Parenting 

Classes Begin (10 weeks) 

Mar. 6 Monthly PTA Meeting, 8:30 am 

Mar. 7 Weekly Thurs. PM Parenting 

Classes Begin (10 weeks) 

Mar. 7 Lunchtime Music w. Scott Smith 

Mar. 8 In-School Visual Arts Event 

with artist & parent Rob Mars 

Mar. 30 International Festival 

Click on Any 
Underlined Text 
in this Doc to 
Link to Event 
Details, Sign-
ups, Tickets, 
Videos, and 

Biggest Snow Ball Ever! 

On Feb. 9, Snow Ball Chairs Seana Bedard and Erin Patts led 

a dedicated, talented, and utterly fabulous team of volun-

teers to create the best-attended and most fun Snow Ball 

yet. Thank you to each of these ladies and their families, and 

all our attendees  for helping make this event a success! 

mailto:respta4kids@gmail.com?subject=Mail%20from%20Newsletter
http://www.facebook.com/RESPTA
https://www.resctpta.org/
mailto:cohen.rubury@gmail.com
mailto:cohen.rubury@gmail.com
mailto:cohen.rubury@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/RESParentingClass2019
http://bit.ly/RESParentingClass2019
http://bit.ly/RESPajamaDrive2019
http://bit.ly/2019RESParentingClassFlyer
http://bit.ly/2019RESParentingClassFlyer
https://www.facebook.com/events/295378971056429/
http://bit.ly/2019RESParentingClassFlyer
http://bit.ly/2019RESParentingClassFlyer
https://www.facebook.com/events/2778649342360212/
https://www.facebook.com/events/287360905465732/
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn%3Aaaid%3Ascds%3AUS%3Ad2e0180e-3d32-449c-9167-c58140ebaf5e


RES PTA News You Can Use! 

 From our PTA President 

 

 Last week I spoke to one of our RES PTA volunteers about her per-

spective on the work she does for our school, and she said something 

that really resonated with me -- "everyone has an hour to give." I know 

that might sound a little presumptive; we are all busy raising young kids 

and caring for our homes, and most of us work as well. Plus, in a town 

as small as Redding, most of us are spending some of our spare time  

volunteering to keep local organizations running.   

But if I'm being honest, I can honestly spare one hour for any organization that I 

value. I'd like to challenge each of you to think about how you could spend an hour 

helping out the RES PTA in what remains of this school year. An hour could just be 

picking up a case of water for an event or helping to decorate for International Fest 

after school one day. An hour could be helping to copy edit our membership directo-

ry or running a cash register at the spring book fair after you finish your parent-

teacher conference.  

One of the best rewards of spending an hour of your time helping the RES PTA is 

that it connects you with other Redding people with whom you have at least one very 

important thing in common: your adorable students at RES! If you can spend an hour 

-- or more, since we're currently recruiting for new board and committee members 

for next year -- and want to get started, please email me and we'll find the perfect 

way for you to do it together!   

 

 Event Preview - International Festival on 3/30! 

 Kahana Hula Will Bring the True Meaning of 

This year’s International Festival on March 30 will 

bring the whole world to Redding’s doorstep as we 

celebrate One Town | Many Stories!  

One of the many vibrant stories that we will explore 

at this year’s Festival is that of Polynesia, as led by 

hula dancer and visual storyteller Tiare Kahana. Join 

us on 3/30 to learn about and interact with Polynesian 

culture, history, music,  and dance, with a focus on 

hula, “the heartbeat of the Hawaiian People.”  
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mailto:sarah.odell.burgess@gmail.com
https://www.aflct.org/artists/artists-profile/kahana-hula.html


RES PTA News You Can Use! 

 
In the Classroom 

  First Grade teachers Erica Ambrogio and Michaila 

Emonds have something in common with their stu-

dents - they are all in their second year at RES! 

Ms. Ambrogio and Ms. Emonds both joined RES di-

rectly from the University of Connecticut’s Gradu-

ate School of Education where they each earned 

Bachelor’s Degrees in Education and Master’s De-

grees in Curriculum and Instruction.  

 

Why did you get into teaching? 

Erica Ambrogio: I hate being bored and I wanted a career where I would be doing some-

thing different and difficult every day. Every day as a teacher brings new challenges. 

Michaila Emonds: I got interested in teaching after I coached cheerleading in High 

School. I wanted to work with kids because they are positive, and flexible. I can have a 

big impact on their lives. 

Erica Ambrogio: (Agreeing) Kids are resilient. They face challenges, and highs and lows, 

but you can guide them and help them bounce back more easily than adults. 

How have those ideas measured up with your first 1.5 years in the classroom? 

Erica Ambrogio: It’s pretty similar to what I thought. It’s been somewhat reassuring that 

my expectations were on target. 

Michaila Emonds: I feel like we were well prepared by UConn on what to expect. 

Erica Ambrogio: Yes, every year they reinforced what it would be like, how difficult it 

would be, and the importance of being prepared. 

How has your second year teaching been different from your first? 

Erica Ambrogio: This year I have a better vision of end goals, and where the kids are 

going! I have a stronger sense of just how young six-year-olds are, and what they are 

capable of. 

Michaila Emonds: I have a clearer idea about how learning is about growth. It’s a pro-

cess. During the first year I focused more on what I was teaching. In the second year 

I’ve focused more on how I’m teaching. 

As recent grads, you are both “digital natives” in terms of technology use. What class-
room technologies have you found most useful? 

Erica Ambrogio: The Remind app (a secure, private messaging app similar to texting that 
lets teachers communicate quickly and easily with students and families). 

Ms. Erica Ambrogio Ms. Michaila Emonds 
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RES PTA News You Can Use! 

 
In the Classroom (continued) 
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Michaila Emonds: I have a private Instagram account that parents can follow where I update 
them about what we are doing in the classroom. They can respond to the posts, to encour-

age discussion and exchange information in real time. 

Erica Ambrogio: Sometimes there’s a perception that technology is just used as a reward 

for good behavior, but students acquire technical literacy from using these devices, getting 
familiar with them, and getting knowledgeable about what they can do. 

Michiala Emonds: And there are some enhancements that technology can provide that tradi-

tional materials can’t, like when a student is reading on a device, and when they click on a 
word that they’re unfamiliar with, the app provides a definition or helps them sound it out.  

Erica Ambrogio: Technology is also very useful in providing differentiation that can address 

each learner as an individual. We can choose which types of problems each student works 
on in apps like Prodigy and Extra Math, giving them individualized learning while still being in-

tegrated as a class. Some students who really struggle with holding a pencil and writing 
might be one of the best at typing, so it allows kids different ways to play to their strengths. 

How do the teaching methods you use compare to how you were taught growing up? 

Michiala Emonds: In math, we are teaching more about why you do a math problem in a cer-
tain way, not just a rote set of steps like an algorithm. 

Erica Ambrogio: To help students get stronger number sense, we are teaching them more 

about how numbers work and how math works. Things are more challenging up front, but the 
pay off comes later, when the skills they’ve learned translate more easily into larger num-

bers and more complicated problems. 

Michiala Emonds: In reading and writing, we put more focus on what is going to turn each kid 
on, and make them excited and engaged about learning. 

Erica Ambrogio: (Agreeing) I try to find real-world subject matter for the kids who are not 
interested in fiction or fantasy, or whatever subject that student is most interested in. If a 
student wants to read about, say, gems, now we can quickly use the internet to find reading 

materials on that subject matter to make their learning personalized and accessible. If a stu-
dent is struggling with math facts, but loves ninjas, we can use the internet to find a work-

sheet or app that integrates those subjects to get that student excited about learning. 

Is there anything else you’d like to share about what RES is like for young teachers? 

Michaila Emonds: RES is an amazing school to teach in. I’ve received so much support and 

acceptance from families, and validation from colleagues and administrators. My input has 
been sought and valued from the very start. 

Erica Ambrogio: Yes, I feel like this community is a perfect fit for me as a teacher. 



RES PTA News You Can Use! 

 2019 Snow Ball - An Unforgettable Evening! 
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